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           America’s First Ladies: An Enduring Legacy  
April 14, 2015  

Trustee Susan Ford Bales introduced the Cheneys at the luncheon. 

Foundation Chairman Red Cavaney presented 
welcoming remarks at the luncheon. 

Dr. Judy L. Smith, Chief, Spectrum Health Cancer 
Center, introduced Spectrum’s Tribute Video to 
First Lady Betty Ford. 

Rev. Gloria D. Kroeze, Pediatric Chaplain, Helen  
DeVos Children’s Hospital, gave lunch Invocation. 

Dr. Lynne Cheney and Vice President Dick Cheney at the First Ladies Luncheon. 

Liesel Meijer presented remarks at the luncheon. 



Foundation News 

Letter from the  
Foundation Executive Director,  

Joseph S. Calvaruso  

We remember our dear friend and Trustee, Dick  
Ford.  Dick was the youngest of President Ford’s  
three brothers.   Dick will be remembered for his  
ever-present smile and kind words, and most of all  
his special friendship.  He will be greatly missed by  
all of us that knew and admired him.  Our thoughts  
and prayers are with Ellen and the entire Ford Family.  
We are furthered saddened with the loss of Trustee 
Bob Griffin who passed away in April.  Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to Bob’s family and friends. 

 
 
 
 

In February, we paid tribute to Black History Month 
with two programs.  On a snowy February night, we 
had a fantastic turnout for “King:  A Reflection on the 
Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”  This event, spon-
sored by Hank and Liesel Meijer, was a moving tribute 
to the life of Dr. King.   The second program, “The 
Presidency, Politics and Public Service” was presented 
by Fred McClure and sponsored by Mercantile Bank.  
Fred is the Chief Executive Officer of the George Bush 
Presidential Library Foundation.  It was an honor to be 
a part of these events.    

 
 
 
 

In March, the Foundation partnered with the World 
Affairs Council of Western Michigan. Former U.S.  
Ambassador to Brazil, Melvyn Levitsky, who serves  
on the Foundation Grant and Awards Committee,  
discussed the recent turmoil in Brazil and his views  
on the future.   Also in March, we collaborated with  
Varnum Law Firm to host Sam Gomberg of the  
Union of Concerned Scientists for “A Discussion  
on Michigan’s Energy Future – Beyond Coal.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to give a special thanks to Dr. Lynne 
Cheney and Trustee Dick Cheney for their remarkable,  
personal tribute to Mrs. Ford at “America’s First  
Ladies: An Enduring Legacy”.  This luncheon was in 
honor of First Lady Betty Ford’s 97th Birthday.   

 
 
 
 
 

The Foundation and Museum staff have been working 
on the development of a Grand Rapids tour map of 
President Ford’s life.  “Map N Tour” will provide  

pictures and information along with local locations that 
were important to President Ford.  “Map N Tour” is 
available as a free app on your smartphone or visit:                
 

                                                                                                            http://www.mapntour.com/view/grford 
  
 
 

Also, please visit the Foundation’s updated website:      

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                              www.geraldrfordfoundation.org                                    
  
 
 

You can find current event information as well as many 
other Foundation projects. 

 
 
 
 

Later this year, we will announce the timelines for  
the construction of the Museum redesign and the  
new Learning Center.  In the next couple of months, 
the plans will be finalized. 

 
 
 
 

Finally, and most importantly, I especially want to  
recognize the generous time put forth by so many 
volunteers and our Trustees that serve the Foundation 
committees.  Our ability to champion President Ford’s 
extraordinary legacy would not be possible without 
their tireless support.  It is truly an honor to work with 
each of them and the Foundation’s countless other 
supporters.  Thank you! 
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Looking Back  

Roger B. Porter 

Roger Porter was a White House Fellow and served as Special 
Assistant to President Gerald R. Ford, as well as Executive 
Secretary of the President’s Economic Policy Board.  He also 
served as Executive Secretary of the Cabinet Council on  
Economic Affairs and as Director of White House Office of  
Policy Development under President Reagan and as Assistant 
to the President for Economic and Domestic Policy under  
President George H.W. Bush.  He currently serves as Trustee 
of the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation. 

G
er

al
d 

R
. F

or
d 

Pr
es

id
en

tia
l L

ib
ra

ry
 

President Gerald R. Ford and Special Assistant 
to the President, Roger B. Porter.  Photo taken 
in Oval Office on December 10, 1976. 

Cover photos courtesy of Dr. Robert M. Humphries. 

(l-r) Bob Worthington, Senior Vice President and General Counsel  
of Mercantile Bank, the event’s sponsor; Tracey Brame, WMU-
Cooley Assistant Dean and faculty adviser of the Black Law Students 
Association; Fred McClure, CEO of the George Bush Presidential 
Library Foundation; WMU-Cooley students Gwyne Thomas and 
Demar Sheffey; and Joe Calvaruso, Executive Director, Gerald R. 
Ford Presidential Foundation. 
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Our sincere condolences to the family of former U.S. Senator, Robert P. Griffin who passed  
away Thursday, April 16, 2015.  Senator Griffin was first elected to the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees in September 1981 and served as Honorary Trustee since July 2013.  
He served as Board Chairman from 1981-85.     
  
 

Senator Griffin was a 1947 graduate of Central Michigan University.  He was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives in 1956 from Michigan’s 9th Congressional District.  He served until May 
10, 1966 when he resigned to accept the appointment to the United States Senate to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Senator Patrick V. McNamara.  Senator Griffin served as Minority Whip of the 
United States Senate from 1969-77, and was a key Congressional leader during the Ford presidency.  
After leaving elected office, Griffin returned to his private law practice.  In 1986, he was elected to an 
eight-year term as Associate Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court.   

Robert P. Griffin 

Honorary Trustee Robert P. Griffin 

  
 
 
 

In Memoriam 

Trustee Richard A. Ford 1924-2015  

Richard Addison Ford, Gerald R. Ford’s brother, passed away on Friday, March 20, 2015,  
at the age of 90.  Uncle Dick, as he was fondly called, was born and raised in Grand Rapids  
with his brothers Gerald, Thomas and James.  Dick served as a Foundation Trustee since its 
inception and regularly attended the various events that promoted his brother’s legacy.  He  
was a pallbearer during the State Funeral of his brother in January 2007 and more recently  
attended the Christening Ceremony of the USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN-78) aircraft carrier. 
  
 
 
 
 

Dick was born on June 3, 1924 in Grand Rapids, the son of Gerald R. Ford, Sr. and Dorothy 
Gardner Ford.  A devoted family man, he is survived by his loving wife of 67 years, Ellen Ford; 
their three children, Linda Ford-Burba (Ted), Laurie Ford-Cassidy (Gary), and Richard P. Ford 
(Julie); he was so very proud of his two grandsons, Scott Burba (Meridith) of Marietta, GA and  
Steven Burba (Rosana) of Orlando, FL; his four great-grand children who he dearly enjoyed and 
loved, Elisa and Eva Burba, Jake Burba and Ali Kamel; his nieces and nephews and so many 
wonderful friends.  

 
 
 
 
 

Dick will be dearly missed and lovingly remembered by his family and his many long-time friends and business associates.   
He graduated from East Grand Rapids High School during which time he received his Eagle Scout Award.   He also  
graduated from the University of Michigan with a B.S. Degree and a Master of Science Degree in Chemical Engineering.   
When his country called, Dick served faithfully in the U.S. Army Air Corp as a Second Lieutenant during World War II.  Dick  
was the former owner and C.E.O. of The Ford Paint and Varnish Company of Grand Rapids, and was also Sales Manager of  
the Chemical Coating Division of Guardian Chemicals. 

 
 
 
 
 

He was very active in Grand Rapids community associations as former Director of Grand Rapids Builders and Traders, also as  
former member of the Board of Directors of the Grand Rapids Urban League, and Past President of the Grand Rapids Art Museum.  
He was a member of the Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee and a member of the Executive Committee for the Gerald R. 
Ford Presidential Foundation.  More than just an avid golfer, he was Past Governor of the Golf Association of Michigan, Past Vice 
President of the West Michigan Officials Association, Past United States Golf Association for Western Michigan and Rules Official for  
three U.S. Open Tournaments, Past President and member of Quail Run Golf Club, Naples, FL.  Locally he was Past President  
and member of Kent Country Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation is deeply saddened by the passing of “Uncle Dick” and our sincere condolences to his 
family and friends.   

Dick Ford 
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America’s First Ladies:  An Enduring Legacy 
Dr. Lynne Cheney with former Vice President Dick Cheney 

 

April 14, 2015 

The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation 
once again honored First Lady Betty Ford at  
its annual luncheon held at the JW Marriott in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan on April 14, 2015. 
Coinciding with Mrs. Ford’s birthday, 
“America’s First Ladies: An Enduring Legacy” 
highlights the lasting impact and enduring  
legacy of one of America’s most beloved First 
Ladies.  This year’s special guests were Dr. 
Lynne Cheney with former Vice President  
and Foundation Trustee Dick Cheney.  Red 
Cavaney, Chairman of the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Foundation provided opening  
remarks and showcased the growing tradition 
of the luncheon dedicated to honoring Mrs. 
Betty Ford.  This year’s event marked what 
would have been Mrs. Ford’s 97th birthday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Judy L. Smith, Chief of Spectrum Health 
Cancer Center, touched on the enduring legacy 
of First Lady Betty Ford.   Dr. Smith noted that 
together with her daughter, Susan Ford Bales, 
Mrs. Ford contributed much to the awareness 
of early detection of breast cancer.   In its con-
tinued mission to honor Mrs. Ford’s work, 
Spectrum Health’s Betty Ford Breast Care 
Services provided over 70,000 mammograms 
in 2014.   Dr. Smith’s presentation also fea-
tured a video dedicated to Mrs. Ford’s impact 
as First Lady.    

 
 

 

Following lunch, Liesel Meijer introduced  
Susan Ford Bales and also highlighted Mrs. 
Ford’s legacy of “being ahead of her time” with 
her fashion sense as well as her outspoken-
ness as First Lady.   Susan Ford Bales touched 
on the close relations between her parents and 
the Cheney’s throughout the years that began 
during the Ford White House.  Susan stated 
how much ‘Mom and Dad’ cared for Dick and 
Lynne, and how much she especially appreciat-
ed them throughout the funerals of her parents.  

 
 
 
 

Dr. Lynne Cheney and former Vice President 
Dick Cheney began their conversation retelling 
stories of President and Mrs. Ford.  Lynne  
discussed her favorite memories of First Lady 
Betty Ford which involved Mrs. Ford dancing  
in China and at the 1976 Republican National 
Convention.  Vice President Cheney spoke 
about how Don Rumsfeld asked him to join him 
as Deputy White House Chief of Staff and was 
introduced to President Ford for the first time.           

He also humorously touched on Mrs. Ford’s 
strong support and commitment for the Equal 
Rights Amendment and how that played  
in President Ford’s 1976 campaign.  When 
Dick Cheney asked President Ford to speak 
with Mrs. Ford about toning down her advocacy 
on the issue as it may not be well received in 
all parts of the campaign, President Ford said  
 

that if someone was going to speak to the  
First Lady about it, then it was going to have  
to be Dick himself which needless to say,  
never happened. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ford’s introduced Lynne and Dick to skiing 
and the Cheneys valued their entire friendship 
with them.  Lynne felt that Mrs. Ford’s impact 
included how she turned breast cancer and 
early detection from taboo and brought it into 
everyday conversations to help save thousands 
of women across the world. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Lynne Cheney discussed the background to  
a new biography she wrote called “James  
Madison: A Life Reconsidered”. The book also 
brings to life his wife Dolley Madison and how 
her impact as First Lady changed the course 
for later First Ladies. The book highlights 
James Madison’s many accomplishments 
which included drafting the Constitution,  
writing George Washington’s Inaugural  
Address, helping push the Bill of Rights  
through Congress, founding the first political 
party with Thomas Jefferson, and he was the 
first President to take the Nation to War under 
the Constitution.  In addition James Madison 
helped formulate how the Vice President was 
originally selected to serve office.   

  
 
 
 

A video of the event can be watched at: 
www.geraldrfordfoundation.org 

“What a pleasure it is to be here today and to  
honor Betty Ford.  She once said ‘Anybody can  

be First Lady, anybody can do these things.  Look it’s  
happened, I’m anybody and I am here doing it’ 

She wasn’t just anybody...she was a woman of so  
much character and integrity and I feel very lucky to  

have had her be a model for me and for so many others”.  
                                                                      
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Dr. Lynne Cheney 

Dr. Lynne Cheney and Vice President Dick Cheney on stage during the First Ladies luncheon. 

“It is very special for us to be here today to honor  
what would have been Betty’s 97th Birthday”.   

                                                             
 

                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                       Vice President Dick Cheney 

    Foundation News  
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Foundation News 

(l-r) Trustee Peter Secchia, Lynne Cheney, Joan Secchia 
and Trustee Dick Cheney. 

(l-r) Foundation Chairman Red Cavaney, Lynne Cheney, Trustees Dick Cheney and Susan 
Ford Bales prior to the luncheon. 

Lynne Cheney autographed copies  
of her book following the luncheon. 

(l-r) Lynne Cheney; Angela Ditmar, Senior Director, Spectrum Health Oncolocy Program; Tina Freese-
Decker, President, Spectrum Health Hospital Group; Trustees Dick Cheney and Susan Ford Bales;  
and Judy L. Smith, M.D., Chief, Spectrum Health Regional Cancer Center. 

 Lynne Cheney (center) meets with students and  
faculty from Hillsdale College following the luncheon. 

(l-r) Lynne Cheney, Mary Ann Keeler, Trustees Dick Cheney and 
Susan Ford Bales. 

(l-r) Trustee Doug DeVos, Lynne Cheney, Trustees Dick Cheney 
and Susan Ford Bales, and Maria DeVos. 

(l-r) John Zimmerman, Lynne Cheney, Tracey Hornbeck, Laurie Welch, 
Trustees Dick Cheney and Susan Ford Bales, and Tom Welch from Fifth 
Third Bank.   

Photos courtesy of Dr. Robert M. Humphries. 



King:  A Reflection on the Life  
of  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

  
 
 

February 13, 2015 

“King: A Reflection on the Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,” a combination 
of spirituals and writings commemorating the life of Dr. King, warmed up the 
auditorium on a cold February night in Grand Rapids. The piano, played by  
Stanley Waldon was a stunning accompaniment to the verbose voices of 
tenor Wally Tett, bass-baritone Daniel Washington and tenor George 
Shirley.  Narration by playwright/librettist Sandra Seaton was interspersed 
with Shirley's performance. The program brought the audience through a 
musical journey of Dr. King's life. This program was underwritten by  
Foundation Vice-Chairman Hank Meijer and Liesel Meijer. Hank and Liesel Meijer with Playwright/Librettist Sandra Seaton after the 

performance at the Museum. 

(l-r) Pianist Stanley H. Waldon, Tenor George Shirley, and Playwright/Librettist Sandra Seaton. (l-r) Wally Tett, Daniel Washington, Stanley H. Waldon, George Shirley, and Sandra Seaton. 

D
r. 

R
ob

er
t M

. H
um

ph
rie

s 

6 

    Foundation News 

Vice Admiral David Architzel (Ret.) 
Commander, Naval Air Systems Command 
“The Ford Class - The Next Generation; The  
Evolution of the U.S. Aircraft Carrier” 
Thursday, January 15, 2015 

Vice Admiral David Architzel (Ret.) spoke to a rapt and sold  
out audience at the Ford Museum on January 15.  Admiral  
Architzel traced the long history of the aircraft carrier in American 
history from the USS Langley (CV 1) to the USS Gerald R. Ford 
(CVN 78) and the technological, weapons and propulsion  
advances that have made the carrier the most sophisticated 
weapon in America's arsenal.  Admiral Architzel’s appearance  
was in conjunction with the Ford Museum's current feature  
exhibit, Taking the Seas: The Rise of the American Aircraft  
Carrier, on display until July 19. The exhibit contains over 100 
artifacts from around the country including the Congressional 
Medal of Honor given to Jimmy Doolittle and the bottle used  
by Susan Ford Bales to christen the USS Gerald R. Ford.   
Please visit:  www.USSGeraldRFordCommissioning.org. 

Vice Admiral David Architzel (Ret.) 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 
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Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 

West Michigan Aviation Academy 

On February 4 in celebration of Black History Month, the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation 
and Museum hosted Fred McClure, Chief Executive Officer for the George Bush Presidential 
Library Foundation.  Mr. McClure spoke on his experiences in public service while serving in  
numerous presidential administrations including his assisting on Supreme Court nominations for 
both President Reagan and George H.W. Bush and his experiences as a White House intern  
during President Ford’s administration.  The program provided the audience with a behind-the-
scenes look at the inner workings of the West Wing as well as McClure's perspectives on the  
presidential library system.  Foundation Executive Director Joe Calvaruso moderated the discus-
sion and the program was sponsored by Mercantile Bank.  Gerald R. Ford Job Corps Center  
Security Color Guard students were honored to present colors and lead the Pledge of Allegiance 
as the prelude to Mr. McClure’s presentation.   

 
 
 
 

In addition to Mr. McClure’s presentation at  
the Museum, he took the opportunity to visit  
with the students at the West Michigan Aviation 
Academy and the Gerald R. Ford Job Corps 
Center.  During his visit to the Job Corps  
Center, Mr. McClure spoke of the importance  
of using time wisely to accomplish goals before 
that time is lost forever.  He encouraged  
students to make the most of opportunities  
provided to them through the Job Corps  
program and beyond.  During the question  
and answer session, when Mr. McClure was 
asked what he felt was one of the most  
important traits a successful person needed, 
McClure’s quick response was “integrity”.   

Fred McClure, Chief Executive Officer 
George Bush Presidential Library Foundation 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 

Top:  Foundation Executive Director Joe Calvaruso (left) moderates 
the discussion with Fred McClure, Chief Executive Officer for the 
George Bush Presidential Library Foundation at the Museum. 
Above:  Fred McClure talks to the students from the West Michigan 
Aviation Academy. 
Right:  Fred McClure talks to the students at the Gerald R. Ford  
Job Corps Center. Gerald R. Ford Job Corps Center 

Foundation News 
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 GERALD R. FORD PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATION PARTNERS WITH THE GRAND RAPIDS DRIVE 
  
 

On Thursday, February 19, 2015 the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation partnered with the Grand Rapids Drive basketball team for a night  
of fun and educational programs honoring President Ford’s legacy of courage, leadership and integrity. The Foundation invited local organizations 
bearing his name including the Gerald R. Ford Job Corps, President Ford Council  
of Boy Scouts, Gerald R. Ford Fraternal Order of Police and the Gerald R. Ford  
Academic Center to attend the game and participate in the program.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Special programming for the evening kicked off with the Grand Rapids Community 
and students from the Gerald R. Ford Academic Center welcoming the players  
to the court (photo top right). The students got to stand with the players as  
Gerald R. Ford Job Corps Security Students presented the colors and the Job  
Corps Choir performed the National Anthem (photo bottom right). Gerald R.  
Ford Fraternal Order of Police members also joined the students on stage for the  
opening program.  The Foundation’s special halftime show was a youth basketball 
game with the Ford Academic Center’s rising basketball stars. Throughout the  
game, audience members had a chance to test their Gerald R. Ford knowledge  
with trivia questions and enjoyed free Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation  
T-shirt giveaways. The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation was honored to  
be the beneficiary of the evening’s successful 50/50 Raffle.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With graphics of President Ford, including one of him playing basketball aboard  
the USS Monterey, on all the screens, the Grand Rapids Drive cheerleaders  
decked out in special Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation attire and Ford  
Foundation T-shirts filling the crowd, the game successfully promoted the mission  
of the Ford Foundation and President Ford’s Legacy and was a spectacular  
tribute to Gerald R. Ford in the 40th Anniversary of his Presidency.  

Grand Rapids Drive photos courtesy of Dr. Robert M. Humphries. 
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A Very Special Thank You To Our 2014 Major Corporate Sponsors 

We wish to thank all of  those who have contributed so generously to the  
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation.  Your dedication and continued support  
honor the principles and values demonstrated by President Ford throughout his life  

and allow the Foundation to continue sponsoring exhibits, programs, research  
grants and awards at the Gerald R Ford Presidential Library and Museum. 

Amway Corporation 
Meijer Corporation 

Mercantile Bank of Michigan 
Spectrum Health 

Steelcase, Inc. 
Warner Norcross and Judd, LLP 

2014 In-Kind Sponsors 
Allegra Marketing.Print.Mail 
CBS Outdoor 

Custer Workplace Interiors 
GR Outdoor 

Salvation Army 
SeyferthPR 

    2014 Foundation Contributors and Members 
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2014 Foundation Contributors and Members 

Mr. Warren Abbey 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Abell 
Mr. Salvatore Alaimo 
Mr. Michael Allen 
Hon. & Mrs. Justin Amash 
Ms. Barbara Appleby 
Mr. Michael Archer 
Ms. Dorothy Armstrong 
Mrs. William Azkoul 
Dr. & Mrs. Lonson L. Barr 
Ms. Kathryn E. Baxter 
Ms. Laurie Beard 
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Beernink 
Ms. Stacie Behler 
Ms. Rosemary Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. David Berles 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Beuker 
Hon. Patricia L. Birkholz 
Hon. & Mrs. James Bolger 
John A. & Marlene L. Boll Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bombardt 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert G. Bowman 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Boyle 
Mrs. Peggy Bransdorfer 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Brieve 
Mr. C. Christopher Brodwell 
Mr. & Mrs. James W.F. Brooks 
Mrs. Mary Buist 
Dr. Charles Bukrey 
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell C. Burgers 
Mr. & Mrs. Everett L. Burkey 
Dr. John F. Butzer 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark E. Calkins 
Mr. James M. Cannon, IV 
Mr. & Mrs. Lou Cannon 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Chamberlain 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray H. Chase 
Ms. Libby Child 
Mr. Rich Clarkson 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger W. Clouse 
Mr. & Mrs. David Cook 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Cornetet 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Corning 
Ms. Marilyn M. Crawford 
Dr. & Mrs. Larry Crawley 
Ms. Ann Cullen & Mr. Len Nurmi 
Mr. & Mrs. John Dahl 
Mr. Fritz Damm 
Dr. Frederick Deane 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay DeBruyn 
Ms. Kathy Den Hollander 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin DeWinter 
Mr. R. Stephen Doan, Esq. 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore DuMez 
Mr. Harry Elbirn 

Mrs. Frances Ellis 
Ms. Susan A. Ellis 
Dr. & Mrs. James B. Fahner 
Mr. & Mrs. Mat Fahrenkrug 
Mr. Mark Fearer 
Mr. & Mrs. David Flower 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Gregory Ford 
Mr. & Mrs. William Ford, III 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Forzley 
Mr. James J. Fox 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Frey 
Ms. Twink Frey 
Mr. & Mrs. Max Friedersdorf 
Ms. Gertrude Fry 
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Galbraith 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Gemmen 
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Gill 
Mr. James I. Gillard 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel B. Ginis 
Stephen & Rocio Glover Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Godfrey 
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Goodspeed 
Ms. Elaine W. Gordon 
Mr. Dennis Grabow 
Mr. Ronald Gravino 
Mr. Charles W. Greenleaf, Jr. 
Mr. Richard S. Griffith 
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Hackett 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hager 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Hansen 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hansen 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Harder 
Mr. & Mrs. Boyd A. Henderson 
Mr. Fred Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hibbard 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. Dirk C. Hoffius 
Mrs. Mary A. Holland 
Mr. Thomas L. Holling 
Mr. David S. Hooker 
Mr. Robert R. Israels 
Mr. Richard S. Jackson, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Jandernoa 
Ms. Beverly S. Jansma 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Jasperse 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Julien 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Karelse 
Ms. Fran Karnemaat 
Dr. & Mrs. Don Kelley 
Ms. Mary E. Keren 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Kiel 
Mr. Gregory Kinley 
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Kirkwood 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor C. Krause 
Mr. and Mrs. Dzafer J. Kulenovic 

Mr. Johannes Kuttner 
Dr. & Mrs. Walter Laidlaw 
Ms. Terri Lynn Land & Mr. Dan Hibma 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lannon 
Dr. Sandra Last 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Lausch 
Mr. Donald Lautenbach 
Ms. Pam Leake 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary P. Leddick 
Hon. & Mrs. John H. Logie 
Ms. Mary Loupee 
Ms. Irma M. Love 
Mr. Charles A. Lynch 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Makay 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Makens 
Mr. William McBride 
Mr. & Mrs. Derrick McCarthy 
Dr. & Mrs. James W. McCarthy 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean McDougal 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom McGrail 
Mr. Brian W. McKenney 
Mr. Stanley McLaughlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McManus 
Mr. & Mrs. Hank Meijer 
Hons. Mick and Mary Ann Middaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jack Misner 
Mr. Thomas J. Moriarty 
Mr. Lyle B. Morrison 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Murray 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Ochmanek 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Oetting 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Olin 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Olson 
Mr. William R. Padnos 
Captain & Mrs. Philip Palmer, USN (Ret) 
Mr. John W. Patton 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Paul 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Perez 
Mr. Todd Petzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Pfeiffer 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold J. Phelps 
Mr. Brad Pinter 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Pobuda 
Mr. Michael Pokrywka 
Ms. Margaret Potter 
Mr. Owen Pyle / Pyle Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. John W. Quick 
Dr. William S. Rafaill 
Dr. Donna Randall 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Rathburn 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter A. Reister 
Mr. David M. Rich 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Robinette 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Rogers 
Mr. Richard Rosenthal 

Mrs. Margaret Ryan 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sampson 
Ms. Susan K. Schalon 
Mr. John H. Schneider, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Schneider 
Hon. Tonya Schuitmaker  
Ms. Judith C. Schwarzer 
Ms. Joan Sharda 
Mr & Mrs. William Sharp 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Shaw, Jr. 
Mr. Lee F. Simmons 
Mr. Reed Simon 
Ms. Kim Slager 
Mr. Richard Norton Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stanton 
Mr. Brian J. Steenbergen 
Mr. Brian Stevens 
Ms. Jo Ann C. Stevenson 
Mr. Stephen Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Stokes 
Mrs. Judith H. Subar 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Taylor 
Mrs. Mary P. TenBrock 
Mr. Peter M. Turner 
Ms. Ethel Van Dam 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Van Horne 
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Vana 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale VanAllsburg 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff VanderArk 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald VanOstenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Vassar 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Vetter 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vos 
Mr. Michael T. Walenta 
Ms. Maria Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Wardrop 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Waterbury 
Mr. John C. Wattles 
Mr. James A. Weber 
Mr. & Mrs. Lorence R. Wenke 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry H. Whipple 
Mr. John T. White, III 
Mr. Gleaves Whitney 
Ms. Mary Frances Widner 
Mrs. B.J. Wilkins 
Ms. Joan Wilson 
Mr. John Witham 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wrenn 
Mr. & Mrs. Theophile Wybrecht 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Yancey 
Mr. Richard A. Yarmain 
Mrs. Polly Youngs 

Friends of  Ford, Associate - $100 to $249 annually 

Friends of  Ford, Sustaining - $250 to $499 annually continued 

Ms. Karilyn Frederick 
Mr. Karl Freed 
Dr. and Mrs. Ted Garrett 
Mr. & Mrs. Geir Gundersen 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Hancock 
Admiral & Mrs. Thomas B. Hayward 
Mr. & Mrs. James Hill 
Hon. & Mrs. Martin R. Hoffmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Hooker 
Admiral & Mrs. Bobby R. Inman 
Mr. & Mrs. Win Irwin 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Jackoboice 
Ms. Linda Kirpes 
Mr. Donald Klooster 

Ms. Jenn Groendyke 
Ms. Cheryl Lamphiere 
Mr. Don P. Leduc 
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Levi 
Mr. and Mrs. David Lewandrowski 
Ms. Loraine Lukash 
Mrs. Betty Barkwell Mathiesen 
Ms. Judith McCabe 
Mr. Greg Nicholas 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Mihalec 
Mr. Ronald H. Nessen 
Mr. & Mrs. Les Neuman 
Mr. David Olive 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Orben 

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Padnos 
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Panopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Parkhurst 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Paton 
Mr. James E. Patterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Pietryga 
Ms. Gail A. Raiman 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Reeves 
Dr. & Mrs. Larry Robson 
Mr. John A. Ronca 
Mr. Jason H. Sanderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell B. Scaffede 
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Shlaes 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Smary 

Mr. Thym Smith 
Ms. Wendy Stock 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Strickler 
Mr. Eugene Tighe, III 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Titley 
Mr. Donald Trap 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Van Loon 
Mr. Theodore J. Vogt 
Mr. William L.  Waanders 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Wennekamp 
Ms. June M. Whelan 
Mr. Wheelock Whitney 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Worthington 
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2014 Foundation Contributors and Members 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Anderson 
Ms. Dixie Anderson 
Ms. Patricia Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. William Anhut 
Mr. Joseph C. Arnold 
Mr. A. Richard Ash 
Ms. Antonia M. Austin 
Mr. Craig Avery 
Mrs. Gloria Baehre 
Mr. David R. Bates 
Mr. Edward J. Bayer 
Ms. Flora Bishop 
Mr. John Boerman 
Ms. Mary S. Boulden 
Mr. & Mrs. Forest C. Brooks 
Ms. Rouene M. Brown 
Ms. Eleanor L. Bryant 
Mr. Byron L. Bullard 
Mrs. Barbara Bunbury 
Ms. Eleanor H. Burton 
Ms. Aloneea Buth 

Mr. Jerry F. Caligiuri 
Mrs. Lois K. Campbell 
Mr. Ronald J. Campbell 
Mrs. Luthene Chappell 
Mrs. Lucille E. Clausen 
Mr. L. Thomas Conlin 
Mr. Dwight L. Coulter 
Ms. Joyce Crane 
Ms. Elizabeth J. Crowell 
Mr. Raymond W. Cummings, Jr. 
Mr. Douglas Davis 
Ms. Marillyn Davis 
Mr. Alan V. Deardorff 
Ms. Carol Dehen 
Mr. Tony Dekker 
Mr. & Mrs. John DeVries 
Mr. Jason Edwards 
Mr. Joseph M. Elliott 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Elve 
Mrs. Marsha Exelby 
Mr. Kurt Fanning 

Mr. John K. Fifer 
Mrs. Sherry Firestone 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Fletcher 
Ms. Barbara B. Friend 
Mr. Jeffrey A. Frost 
Ms. Bettie T. Frye 
Ms. Eleanor J. Gorman 
Mr. Mike Gregory 
Dr. Harold H. Griffin 
Ms. Helen C. Hall 
Ms. Diane Hammerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Haney 
Ms. Donna M. Hattem 
Mr. Matthew X. Hauser 
Mrs. Janice Heerspink 
Ms. Sara J. Herron 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Higgenbotham 
Ms. Joyce E. Hodge 
Mr. & Mrs. David Horning 
Ms. Sueann Horsfall 
Mr. Timothy Hoye 

Mr. Bruce E. Hudson 
Ms. Mary S. Humelsine 
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Humm 
Mrs. David Hunting 
Hon. Brandt Iden 
Ms. Wendy P. Jacobs 
Mr. William Kamstra 
Mr. William H. Keller, Jr. 
Mrs. Carol Kelley 
Mr. James S. Kiel 
Mr. David R. Klein 
Rev. Edward J. Knott 
Mr. Ronald J. Kosiboski 
Mr. Wilson N. Krahnke 
Ms. Janet M. Lackemeyer 
Mr. Robert Larivee, Sr. 
Ms. Joyce E. Latreille 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray B. Loeschner 
Dr. Brian Long 
Dr. & Mrs. John F. Lovejoy, Jr. 
Ms. Mary C. Lukens 

Mr. Bruce W. Allen 
Hon. & Mrs. Jason Allen 
Mr. Augustine Amaru 
Andrews Hooper & Pavlik P.L.C. 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Aukeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Avery 
Dr. & Mrs. George Bacon 
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Barr 
Mr. John Bazen 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bemben 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bernecker 
Mr. Louis Berra 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Bowers 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Bowersox 
Ms. Leslie Bradshaw 
Hon. & Mrs. Hugh Brenneman, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Briggs 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig E. Brodie 
Mr. & Mrs. James Buck 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Buist 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore V. Burba 
Ms. Irene Burnstein 
Mr. S. John Byington 
Mrs. Therese J. Carlson 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Carr 
Mr. Keith Casler 
Dr. Matthew Castanier 
Mr. Richard E. Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Collier 
Dean Susan Collins 
Dr. & Mrs. John Colwill 
Mr. A.M. Cronin, III 
Mrs. Rose A. Dame 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce David 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Davidson 
Mr. Daniel R. De Hoek 
Mr. & Mrs. Daryl Delabbio 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis J. Deur 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Devree 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles N. Dewey, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary DeWitt 
Mr. & Mrs. David Downton 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Dykstra 
Ms. Kathleen Ebers Piccard 
Hon. & Mrs. Vernon Ehlers 
Ms. Constance S. Ellis 
Mr.  & Mrs. John F. Emmons 
Employers Committed 

Mr. Donald Ernst 
Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Failor 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Fairman 
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Farr 
Mr. & Mrs. August J. Felando 
Mr. Dean Forhan 
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Julie Ford Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. David Francisco 
Mr. Henry Fuhs 
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Gaebel 
Ms. Joan M. Garling 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Gazan 
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Gelderloos 
Ms. Joan M. Gerling 
Ms. Carol Graham 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Grass 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. Greenleaf 
Mr. Scott Greenlee 
Ms. Lynn Roh Gregory 
Dr. & Mrs. David D. Hamm 
Ms. M. Kay Hannah 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Hanson 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hawkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Heindrichs 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob A. Higgins 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Hoeksema 
Dr. & Mrs. Julian Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Juergens 
Ms. Jennifer Jurgens & Mr. James Conner 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kaminski 
CH(Col) & Mrs. Herman Keizer 
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Kimball 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Douglas Kindschi 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Klaubo 
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Klein 
Mr. & Mrs. Wallson G. Knack 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kozera 
Mr. James Kratsas 
Ms. Carolyn Krick 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell V. Little 
Mr. & Mrs. Arend Lubbers 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryce E. Lundell 
Mr. & Mrs. William MacKay 
Ms. Carol Makielski 
Mrs. Marian H. Marek 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. McGarrity 
Mr. Thomas Mejeur 
Ms. Barbara Melgaard-Grissen 

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Hassan Mirshah 
Mr.  Bernard A. Moore 
Ms. Margaret Murphy 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Nelson 
Mr. R. Paul Nelson 
Mrs. Nancy Olsen 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin P. Owen 
Mr. Craig Owens 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Parker 
Mr. Jose Pena, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Phillips 
Dr. & Mrs. Roger W. Pietras 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Place 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Polich 
Mr. George Price 
Ms. Helmi Raaska 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert  H. Rander 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Ratzlaff 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Reedy 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale W. Rhoades 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Rhodes 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Ridings 
Drs. Harry and Linda Rinker 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Roach 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Z. Rosenfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl R. Ross 
Mr. John R. E. Ruhl 
Mr. Walter J. Russell 
Mr. Michael Rybicki 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Satterthwaite 
Mr. Andrew Scheidel 
Mr. &  Mrs. Glenn Schleede 
Mr. Randy Seber 
Ms. Susan Seger 
Mr. & Mrs. David Seidel 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Sexton 
Ms. Janine Skavnak 
Mr. E. Gregory Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Hal C. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. John William Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell D. Smith 
Ms. Frankie R. Sparks 
Ms. Mary Ellen Sparks 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank S. Spies 
Mr. Fred S. Steingold 
Mr. P. Frederick Steketee 
Mr. William A. Stevenson 

Ms. Linda Love Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. Wyatt A. Stewart, III 
Dr. & Mrs. Mark D. Strauss 
Ms. Mary Ellen Stroup 
Mr. & Mrs. James Swoboda 
Mr. Peter Tanz 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Tatreau 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Terry 
Dr. & Mrs. Nick Timmer 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Tingley 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman O. Tubbs 
Mr. & Mrs. John Tully 
Mr. & Mrs. David Uit deFlesch 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Van Doeselaar 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald VanAntwerp 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Vance 
Ms. Phyllis VandenBerg 
Dr. Roger Vanderlaan 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Vandermeulen 
Mrs. Verona Vanderven 
Mrs. Joyce Y. VanHouten 
Mr. Robert A. VanRenterghem 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald VanSteeland 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Vetter 
Mr. George P. Viegelmann 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Viewig 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce S. Wagner 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Wahlfield 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Warnshuis 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Warren 
Dr. & Mrs. James Watkins 
Mr. Mark Weber & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Lorin J. Weddell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert White 
Ms. Sharon S. White 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas White 
Ms. Margie Willis 
Rev. & Mrs. Rex D. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Wolff 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Wolverton 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Worthington 
Ms. Barbara A. Yared 
Ms. Gloria Yff 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Youells 
Mr. James T. Young 
 

Friends of  Ford, Family - $50 to $99 annually  

Friends of  Ford, Individual - up to $49 annually 
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We apologize for any errors or omissions.   
Please contact Kristy Lecceadone at 616.254.0396 or  
klecceadone@38foundation.org with any corrections.   

Bill Bode 
Trix Carlson 
Josephine Hauschild 
Gary Leddick 

Tom Mejeur 
Cathy Muller 
Ken Rausch 
Harry Rinker 

John Sampson 
Jane Smith 
John Smith 
Joni VanderTill 

Sharon Yentsch 

2014 Docents 

2014 Volunteers 
Deb Albright 
Jim Albright 
Craig Avery 
Tim Blackburn 
Bill Brode 
Trix Carlson 
Rachel Connell 
Amber Downer 
Claire Fishman 
Carol Graham 
Dean Haney 

Nancy Haney 
Marj Harding 
Diana James 
Chelseal Knauf 
Gary Leddick 
Sue Maciak 
Marian Marek 
Tom Mejeur 
Jack Misner 
Eric Ochmanek 
Mary Patrick 

Helmi Raaska 
Charles Rea 
Janet Thompson Rea 
Harry Rinker 
John Sampson 
Loren Schultz 
Jane Smith 
John Smith 
Joanne Stockdale 
Beth Szczerowski 
Jenna Teater 

Janet Thompson 
Marilyn Titche 
Joni VanderTill 
Kathy VanKalker 
Jill VerLee 
Bonnie Walker 
Sandy Ward 
Bob Wilke 
Liz Winkles 
Sharon Yentsch 
 

2014 Program Partnerships 
ArtPrize 
Economic Club of Grand Rapids 
Gerald R. Ford Council of the Boy Scouts of America 
Grand Valley State University / Hauenstein Center 

National Archives & Records Administration 
National Constitution Center 
Rotary Club of Grand Rapids 
Spectrum Health 

University of Michigan, Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy 
Varnum, LLP 
 
 

Mr. Lawrence Lynn 
Mr. Gordon L. Madson 
Mr. Russell Maffei 
Dr. Richard J. Mahler 
Mr. Edwin L. Marino 
Mr. David C. Maturen 
Ms. Margaret McGoff 
Mr. Joseph McGrenra 
Ms. Helen L. Mcintyre 
Mr. David McPeake 
Ms. Rosemary Milanowski 
Ms. Diane G. Miller 
Mrs. William G. Mitsch, Jr. 
Ms. Kathryn C. Moessner 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Molinosky 
Mr. Sam Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Morse 
Ms. Noreen Myers 
Dr. Michael O’Bryant 
Ms. Patricia Ann Oldford 
Ms. Linda Sue Ortman 
Mr. Jeffery J. Ostrom 
Ms. Judy Palmer 
Mr. Tony Palmer 

Ms. Patricia W. Pasbach 
Ms. Marsha Plafkin 
Mr. Anthony J. Prestipino 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Price 
Ms. Jamielynn Quast-Schooley 
Mr. Gordon J. Quist 
Ms. Barbara A. Raby 
Ms. Judith Rasmussen 
Ms. Loraine Rebar 
Ms. Sharon J. Rihs 
Mr. Dale Ringerwole 
Ms. Rita E. Robbins 
Mr. Ben Rogers 
Ms. Patricia Rutowski 
Mr. John Salzer 
Mrs. Janell Sandstedt-Peterson 
Leslie S. Sanford 
Ms. Barbara Nan Schichtel 
Ms. Patricia W. Schmidt 
Mr. Robert A. Schmidt 
Mrs. Deborah Schuhrke 
Ms. Corliss E. Scott 
Mr. John W. Sears 
Mr. Dick Shaw 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Sheldon 
Ms. Mary Jane Shrauger 
Dr. Lamara Shrode 
Ms. Florence B. Silverstein 
Mr. Chad Sinnott 
Ms. Carolyn S. Skaff 
Ms. Colleen S. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Sonneveldt, III 
Mrs. Dona-Jean Souter 
Mr. I.E. Spieker 
Ms. Jacqueline K. Stefko 
Ms. Everette A. Stoutner 
Mr. Daryl Sullivan 
Lt. General & Mrs. Guy C. Swan, III 
Ms. Marion Thuma 
Mrs. Jeanne Townsend 
Mr. Robert F. Trepa 
Mr. Andy J. Troyer 
Hon. & Mrs. James C. Turk 
Mrs. Marian F. Van Dore 
Mr. Marvin Van Ess 
Ms. Evelyn L. Van Tassel 
Ms. Shannon Vasicek 
Ms. Charlotte Veenstra 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Vega 
Ms. Jill Verlee 
Mr. David I. Wagemaker 
Mr. Larry & Dr. Deborah Wagenaar 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Walker 
Ms. Ann E. Walton 
Mr. Richard A. Ware 
Mr. Benjamin Whaley 
Ms. Denise A. Widup 
Ms. Susan L. Wilder 
Mr. Loyd E. Winer 
Ms. Mary E. Woodard 
Ms. Barbara Woodhull 
Ms. Jayne Woodward 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Wright 
Mr. Larry V. Wuokko 
Ms. Sharon Yentsch 
Mrs. Marion S. Yerkes 
Mr. Donald E. Yoder 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Young 
Mr. David G. Zandee 

Friends of  Ford, Individual - up to $49 annually continued 
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Letter From the Library and Museum Director,  
Elaine K. Didier, Ph.D. 

With planning for the renovation of the core 
exhibits and design of the new Learning Center 
going at full steam, this has been a very busy 
period for Library and Museum staff.  Textual 
and audiovisual archival staff and Museum 
collections staff are working closely with the 
exhibit design team to identify specific docu-
ments, media and artifacts for inclusion in the 
new exhibits.  At the same time, Jim Kratsas, 
Mark Jonick and I are working very closely  
with Joe Calvaruso to guide the design and 
select furnishings for the new Learning Center.   
Meetings are frequent and productive.  

 
 
 

With generous support provided by the Ford 
Presidential Foundation for digitization, the 
Library digitized nearly 23,000 pages this past 
quarter from several collections and Digitiza-
tion on Demand requests.  Included in the 
newly digitized holdings are materials on a 
wide range of domestic policy issues, the  
1976 presidential campaign, and the U.S. 
evacuation from Saigon.  Since 2009, the  
Ford Library has digitized 353,000 pages of 
textual material and 13,000 White House  
Photographic Office contact sheets, which  
are now available on the Library's website. 
Archivist Stacy Davis is overseeing the work  
of two Foundation-funded contractors,  
Rebecca McNitt and Amy Stilgenbauer. 

 
 
 
 

The parallel artifact imaging project at the  
Museum, also supported by the Ford Presiden-

tial Foundation, topped 8,000 items recently,  
approaching the half-way mark toward our 
collection of more than 19,000 items.  Many  
of the new photos have been utilized for core 
exhibit renovation planning, social media  
artifact highlights, online exhibitions, publica-
tions, and many reference requests.  There  
is a strong demand for digitized content and 
our artifact photography is helping us meet it.   
Museum Registrar Jamie Draper is working 
with Jen Vos to carry out this project. 

 
 
 

The Library processed 423 cubic feet of  
textual material in the first two quarters of  
FY 2015 and expects to complete processing  
of another 231 cubic feet by the end of 
April.  Included in the newly processed hold-
ings are the files of Foundation Chairman Red 
Cavaney, 1974-77.  These cover domestic and 
First Family trips and administrative files.   
The size of this collection is considerable:  
61.8 linear feet, or 119,200 pages.  These 
processing efforts keep the Library on track  
to meet its annual processing goal of 1,133  
cubic feet.  Archivist Jeremy Schmidt oversees 
our textual processing, and has developed 
excellent orientation materials to train new 
volunteers and interns who are assisting with 
this effort.  

 
 
 

Last month the Library hosted the Michigan 
Chapter of the Special Libraries Association.   
I gave an illustrated talk on the work and  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

holdings of the Library and Museum, Stacy 
Davis discussed the Library’s website and 
Digital Library, and Supervisory Archivist  
Geir Gundersen provided an in-depth tour.  
This was in addition to my other presentations 
to groups off-site, and University of Michigan 
class visits which involved presentations and 
research assistance by multiple members of 
our archival staff.  
 
 
 
 
 

In all, it’s a pleasure to report that Library and 
Museum staff are fully engaged in preserving 
the legacy of President Ford and increasing 
access to our rich resources for researchers, 
students and the general public.   All of us 
continue to be very grateful for the wonderful 
support from the Ford Presidential Foundation.  

Library and Museum Director Elaine Didier and Fred McClure, 
CEO of the George Bush Presidential Library Foundation at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum on February 4, 2015. 
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Library and Museum News 

From the Museum’s Artifact Collection Project 
Right:  A wooden presentation box containing materials from Betty Ford’s christening of the 
USS Dace (SSN 607) nuclear submarine. The ceremony commenced on August 18, 1962,  
at Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, Mississippi.  As the ship’s sponsor, Mrs. Ford broke a 
bottle of champagne over the bow.  The presentation box includes the remnants of the bottle, 
her white gloves, ribbons, and a paper booklet on the USS Dace.  
  
 
 

Donor: Gift of Gerald R. Ford. 

Betty Ford christens USS Dace (SSN 607) nuclear 
submarine, August 18, 1962. (U.S. Navy photo) 

Left:  This white potholder with a red and 
white checkered border and text that reads 
“Vote / for / Congressman / Jerry Ford / Who 
Works for You / In Congress” is one of many  
to grace the Museum’s artifact collections. 
Ford gave them to constituents during his 
later congressional campaigns.  Someone 
noted in 1973, during his Vice Presidency, “if 
Jerry Ford gets to be President, it (the pot-
holder) will be a snappy item for the national  
archives.”  The same newspaper article that 
printed the comment also pointed out that 
Congressman Ford “would help a boy who 
wanted to go to West Point, and do what he 
could when a voter was in trouble, he also 
helped get casseroles in the oven.”  
  
 
 

Donor: Gift of Maude DeMaagd 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 



13 

Library and Museum News 

David Holmes 
“Faith of the Presidents”  
Tuesday, March 17, 2015 
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Ann Arbor: Religious historian David Holmes spoke to a rapt audience on 
“Religion and Watergate: The Religious Faith and Practice of Richard 
M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford.”  Professor Holmes recounted the events  
of Watergate that led to the resignation of President Nixon and the rise of 
Gerald Ford to the presidency, and discussed Nixon’s childhood immersion 
in the Quaker religion and Ford’s strong and lifelong participation in the 
Episcopal church.  David Holmes, the winner of numerous teaching awards, 
is Mason Professor of Religion Emeritus at the College of William & Mary.  
He is the author of The Faiths of the Postwar Presidents: From Truman to 
Obama (2012), and The Faiths of the Founding Fathers (2006).   

David Holmes 

On Thursday, March 19, 2015 Sam Gomberg, Lead Energy Analyst for Union 
of Concerned Scientists, joined Bruce Goodman of Varnum Law at the Gerald 
R. Ford Presidential Museum.  Bruce Goodman, organizer of the Gerald R. 
Ford Energy Lecture Series has a long practice in Energy and Environmental 
Law and authors the “Watt’s New” newsletter. 

Mr. Gomberg is actively engaged in monitoring the developments in Lansing 
regarding Michigan’s energy future and advocating for responsible electric 
generation and electric use policies.   

The Gerald R. Ford Energy Lecture Series is co-sponsored by Varnum LLP 
and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation and Museum.  Additional 
sponsors include MiBiz, Michigan Energy Innovation Business Council, and 
The Right Place.   Sam Gomberg 
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Great Decisions Global Discussion Series 

Ambassador Melvyn Levitsky 
“Brazil: Always on the Edge of Greatness...but will it get there?” 
Monday, March 16, 2015 

After almost 40 years of military rule and economic trouble, a more modern, democratic 
Brazil has risen to new global prominence.  It’s drawing in more investment, expanding it’s 
exports, working on global issues, and hosting sports on a World stage.  But some of Brazil’s trickiest problems - a flawed political system,  
governmental corruption scandals, income inequality, and weak civic institutions - have held it back.  Ambassador Levitsky discussed the historical 
background, recent developments and current political, economic and social challenges facing Brazil.  “Brazil has steadily worked toward putting a lot  
of social and economic programs in place and if they can tackle the corrupt political system and get it reformed, get the number of political parties down 
and make it harder to jump from one to another and really go after corrupt practices which add to what is called the Brazil Cost (the cost of getting  
things to market, then I think Brazil will make it.  I have a great deal of faith in the ingenuity of the Brazilian people so I am optimistic about their future”.   
The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation and Museum are proud sponsors of the World Affairs Council of Western Michigan’s Great Decisions  
Global Discussion Series and we are very pleased that Ambassador Levitsky serves on the Foundation”s Travel Grant Screening Committee. 
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Ambassador Melvyn Levitsky 
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Glenn Thrush 
“The Hermit Presidency”  
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Glenn Thrush, Senior Staff Writer for POLITICO Magazine, is the 2014 winner of the  
Ford Journalism prize for Distinguished Reporting on the Presidency.  He spoke at the  
Ford Presidential Library on a very cold night, and drew an eclectic audience of many  
new faces, including a number of high school and University of Michigan students.   
President Ford would have been very pleased!   

 
 
 

In his talk, Thrush provided a behind-the-scenes view and personal perspective on the 
evolving nature of the presidency and the White House, and the increasing barriers,  
both physical and technological, distancing the president from the press and the  
American people.  He noted that as we have tightened the security barriers around the  
president, we have all lost access to the president.  He said “covering the president  
and working in the White House feels like being on a ship in the ocean.  We inter our  
presidents in a gilded, guarded mausoleum!  The president has become a prisoner of  

  the office and we wonder why they are disconnected from us.” 

 
 
 

Thrush also noted that the presidency is receding from our view because of politics.  Over the past 20 years, there has been a revolution in the way  
presidential campaigns are run – the new goal is to move inward, not outward as before, and to target your core voters and not the center, fringes or  
undecided.  As a result, presidents speak more and more to those holding the same views, despite their initial intentions to be more open and take a  
middle ground.  He stated that the president increasingly becomes a prisoner of the White House as the senior staff “screen out the noise” and he  
receives less and less input and fewer diverse points of view. 

 
 
 

Looking ahead to the 2016 election, Thrush feels candidates would do better to give fewer speeches and listen more.  And he asked, how can anyone  
say they want to represent working people if they don’t know any working people!  Thrush also sees a need for a serious study of how to re-design the 
presidency to suit the 21st century, rather than using the old 19th century models for the way the president and the White House function.  He asked why 
there are not studies of presidential management, since there are studies of everything else!   In all, it was a wide-ranging and insightful presentation,  
and the breadth of the speaker’s knowledge kept attendees asking him questions long after the formal presentation concluded.  
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                                                                                                Glenn Thrush 

Author and former Warren Commission Staff member Howard 
Willens spoke at the Museum on February 10.  His book, published  
last September, gives an insider’s account of the workings of the  
President’s Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy.  
Before a fascinated audience, Willens shared stories and his critique  
of the effective way the Commission gathered evidence from witnesses and local,  
state, and federal agencies in the months following Kennedy’s assassination in  
Dallas, in November 1963.  Willens paid special attention to the Commission’s efforts  
to investigate plausible conspiracies, especially Lee Harvey Oswald’s activity in Mexico 
City and his interaction with the Cuban and Soviet embassies there.   

Howard P. Willens 
“History Will Prove Us Right”  
Tuesday, February, 10, 2015 

Howard Willens 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 

Partnering again with Circle Theatre's Circle Presents the Ford  
Museum and Foundation brought Face to Face Productions in 
for back-to-back performances of their hit musicals The Amazing 
Adventures of Lewis and Clark and the George Washington  
Follies.  Elementary aged children from across West Michigan 
came to the Museum to experience these musicals over a three 
day stretch.  The program is a wonderful way to introduce  
children to the magic of theater. 

Face to Face Productions 
February 18-20, 2015  

The Amazing Adventures of Lewis and Clark performers. 

Face to Face Productions 

Library and Museum News 
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Yes, I want to be a member of  “Friends of  Ford”  

Members of “Friends of Ford” receive many valuable benefits: 

Advance notification of speakers and exhibits at both 
the Library and Museum 

Invitation to pre-opening exhibit tours by staff members 

Foundation Newsletter, 5 issues per year 

Free admission to the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 10% Discount on merchandise at the Museum Store 

Free admission to other Presidential Libraries and Museums 

Membership card 

Members at the Family, Associate, Sustaining, Patron, President’s 
Cabinet and Legacy membership levels receive additional benefits. 

As a member of Friends of Ford you are invited to participate in many special  
Library and Museum activities that are not open to the general public. 

Become a member of  “Friends of  Ford” and help support the Library and Museum’s many exhibits and programs.  
Join us as we seek to enhance public understanding of  American history, government, and the presidency. 

For further information, please contact Kristy Lecceadone at 616.254.0396 or email klecceadone@38foundation.org.   
Attached is an application envelope for your convenience.  Memberships are tax deductible to the limits allowed by the IRS.   

The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation is a tax-exempt 501(c)3 organization. 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation 
303 Pearl Street, NW, Grand Rapids, MI  49504-5353 

616-254-0396 

Library and Museum News 

(l-r) Elaine Didier, Library and Museum Director; Hanane Haichami;  
and Jeremy Schmidt, Archivist. 

In March the Ford Library welcomed the second Gerald R. Ford  
Presidential Foundation research travel grant recipient from an  
African university, and the first from North Africa.  Hanane Haichami 
is a doctoral student at Hassan II University in Casablanca, Morocco. 
Her research focuses on the history of American aid to Morocco, 
1956-84.  In appreciation for the grant and service by the Ford  
Library staff, Ms. Haichami presented a Moroccan arched henna 
mirror with doors to the Library.  To date, the Foundation has  
awarded 606 grants to students, faculty, and independent scholars 
from around the world. 

Hannah Brookhart, Ford Presidential Library staff member,  
receives a Presidential Libraries Achievement Award  

from the National Archives Office of Presidential Libraries 
 

Hannah Brookhart developed a computer program that allowed the Ford Library to migrate 
with ease its file unit descriptive data from the Library's collection description database  
system (PRESNET) to DAS.  The PRESNET system uses a thesaurus for subject terms  
that is different from the one used by the National Archives Catalog.  It also combines all  
subject terms (topical, geographic, and organization) into one field, while the National  
Archives Catalog has separate fields for each.  The computer program uses a decoder to 
convert the subject terms and assigns them to the appropriate National Archives Catalog 
field.  This program is critically important in making the Library’s file unit data available in  
the National Archives Catalog, and thereby greatly increases access to our holdings.  The computer program developed (using Python) 
is well beyond what we would expect of any staff member.  It is normally something we would have to contract-out for.  Without this program  
the staff would have had to spend countless hours manually entering data in the DAS system.  What a great example of creativity and innovation!  

 
 
 

                                                       Congratulations and thank you to Hannah! 
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Hannah Brookhart 
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The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation fosters increased awareness of the life, career, values and legacy of America’s 38th President.  
It does so through activities designed to promote the high ideals of integrity, honesty, and candor that defined President Ford’s extraordinary 
career of public service.  The Foundation promotes the ideals, values, commitment to public service and historical legacy of President  
Gerald R. Ford and further promotes greater civic engagement and recognition of integrity wherever it exists in the public arena.  It supports 
permanent and changing exhibits designed to promote historical literacy; conferences; educational outreach and other programs, both  
scholarly and popular, including at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum.   

www.facebook.com/geraldrford 

Schedule of  Upcoming Events 
Save the Date! 

05/20/2015 Ann Arbor Library   7:30 PM Al From presents “The New Democrats and The Return to Power” 

05/21/2015 Grand Rapids Museum   7:00 PM Al From presents “The New Democrats and The Return to Power” 

07/13/2015 Grand Rapids Museum Plaza   7:00 PM 
U.S. Air Force of Mid-America Starlifter Band Community Concert on the  
Museum Plaza in honor of President Ford’s Birthday. 

07/14/2015 Grand Rapids Museum      TBD Annual Wreath Laying at the Tomb of President and Mrs. Ford 

07/14/2015 Grand Rapids JW Marriott 12:00 PM 
2015 William E Simon Lecture in Public Affairs and Luncheon:   
Keynote Speaker: Honorable Paul O’Neill, former Secretary of the Treasury 

      Date                    Location                   Time                                             Event 

Please visit our website:  www.geraldrfordfoundation.org  

  Follow Us On Twitter:  
@presgeraldrford 

Check Out “Map N Tour” of President Gerald R. Ford’s Life 

“Map N Tour” is an interactive tour that gives you a personal look into Gerald R. 
Ford’s life.  There is a website option http://www.mapntour.com/view/grford and 
also an app on Iphone and Android (search Map N Tour).  Highlights include his 
childhood homes and Grace Episcopal Church, where he and Betty were married.   
Using this tour, you can quickly find direct links to the information you are seek-
ing.  The phone app could be used as a driving tour to see highlights first hand. 

PLANS FOR THE 2016 COMMISSIONING  
OF THE USS GERALD R. FORD (CVN 78)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning is underway for the 2016 Commissioning of America’s newest aircraft carrier and carrier class – the USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78).  
You can be a part of this historic event and America’s extraordinary tribute to our 38th President.  To learn more about the Commissioning and 
how you can support the ship and her crew, please visit the Commissioning Committee’s website:    

USSGeraldRFordCommissioning.org 


